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Harness Racing NSW (HRNSW) is the controlling body for harness racing in New South Wales with responsibility for commercial and regulatory  
management of the industry including 33 racing clubs across the State.  HRNSW is headed by a Board of Directors and is independent of Government. 
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For further information on this matter contact:
Alana Toulmin
(02) 9722 6600

Harness Racing NSW (HRNSW) is the controlling body for harness racing in New South Wales with responsibility for commercial and regulatory  
management of the industry including 33 racing clubs across the State.  HRNSW is headed by a Board of Directors and is independent of Government. 
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Industry participants are advised that Japanese Encephalitis (JE) has been confirmed in several piggeries in 
New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland. JE is an Emergency Animal Disease and is notifiable as it can be 
transferred to humans but occurs most commonly in pigs and horses.

JE is an acute mosquito-borne viral disease with a natural transmission cycle in waterbirds. Disease can occur 
in pigs and horses when bitten by infected mosquitoes.

It is important to note that direct horse to horse or horse to human transmission does not occur.

How to identify the disease in horses:

•	 In horses many cases are subclinical, meaning that they can be infected but not show signs of the disease. 		
	 Most clinical disease is mild, however more severe encephalitis can occur which may be fatal.
•	 Signs include an elevated temperature, jaundice (yellow gums, whites of the eye etc), lethargy, anorexia 		
	 (loss of appetite) and neurological signs which can vary in severity.
•	 Neurological signs can include incoordination, difficulty swallowing, impaired vision and agitation.
•	 While reports of the disease in other species are rare, overseas the disease has been reported in donkeys.
•	 Horses are known to be a ‘dead end host’. They do not carry a blood infection that will reinfect mosquitoes.

•	 Hendra virus should be considered a differential diagnosis in regions where flying foxes co-exist, and PPE 		
	 used accordingly.

Basic measures that can be taken to reduce the risk of exposure of horses to mosquitos include:

•	 Using physical barriers such as light rugs and hoods during peak periods of mosquito activity (between 		
	 dusk and dawn)
•	 Reducing mosquito breeding sites on the premises by removing standing water
•	 Using fans and automatic overhead misting systems to reduce mosquito numbers in stables
•	 Using mosquito repellents; and
•	 If possible, housing horses in mosquito-screened stables

It is thought that recent heavy rains and higher than average rainfall have provided ideal conditions for 
mosquitoes to breed.

More information relating to Japanese Encephalitis in animals can be found at: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
biosecurity/animal/info-vets/japanese-encephalitis

More information relating to Japanese Encephalitis in people can be found at: https://www.health.nsw.gov.
au/news/Pages/20220226_02.aspx

Japanese encephalitis virus is a nationally notifiable disease which means if you suspect any animal is showing 
signs of Japanese B encephalitis then you must report it by calling the national Emergency Animal Disease 
Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888. You must also notify Harness Racing NSW Integrity Department Manager Mr 
Michael Prentice or Regulatory Veterinarian Dr Martin Wainscott on (02) 9722 6655
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